ADVENTURES IN THE ARTS

inhabitants, the buffalo, the deer, the eagle and the
various other living presences in their midst. He
has learned throughout the centuries the nature of
our soil and has symbolized for his own religious
and esthetic satisfaction all the various forms that
have become benefactors to him.

Americans of this time and of time to come shall
know little or nothing of their spacious land until
they have sought some degree of intimacy with our
first artistic relative. The redman is the one truly
indigenous religionist and esthete of America. He
knows every form of animal and vegetable life ad-
hering to our earth, and has made for himself a
series of striking pageantries in the form of stirring
dances to celebrate them, and his relation to them.
Throughout the various dances of the Pueblos of the
Rio Grande those of San Felipe, Santo Domingo,
San Ildefonso, Taos, Tesuque, and all the other
tribes of the west and the southwest, the same uni-
fied sense of beauty prevails, and in some of the
dances to a most remarkable degree. For instance,
in a large pueblo like Santo Domingo, you have the
dance composed of nearly three hundred people,
two hundred of whom form the dance contingent, the
other third a chorus, probably the largest singing
chorus in the entire redman population of America.
In a small pueblo like Tesuque, the theme is beauti-
fully represented by from three to a dozen indi-
viduals, all of them excellent performers in various
ways. The same quality and the same character,
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