ADVENTURES IN THE ARTS

“Perkins Cove,” or any of the inlets of the Maine
coast. These sea people live so much with the
roughness of the sea, that if they are at all inclined
to acidity, and the old fashioned yankee was sure
to be, they take on the hard edges of a man’s tem-
per in accordance with the jaggedness of the shores
on which they live. The man around the rocks
looks so very like the profiles one sees in the rocks
themselves. They have absorbed the energy of the
dramatic elements they cope with, and you may be
sure that life around the sea in New England is no
easy existence; and they give out the same salty
equivalent in human association.

If you have lived by the sea, you have learned
the significance of the bravery of sea people, and
you learn to understand and excuse the sharpness
of them which is given them from battle with the
elemental facts they are confronted with at all times.
That is the character of Homer, that is the quality
of his painting. That is what makes him original
in the American sense, and so recognizable in the
New England sense. He is one of New England’s
strongest spokesmen, and takes his place by the side
of Ryder, Thoreau, Hawthorne, Fuller, Whittier,
and such representative temperaments, and it is this
quality that distinguishes him from men like Inness,
Woyant, and the less typical painters. It is obvious,
too, that he never painted any other coast, except-
ing of course Florida, in the water colours.
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