WINSLOW HOMER

It was Florida that produced the chef d’euvre
in him. It was Maine that taught him the force
of the southern aspect. Romancer among the real-
istic facts of nature, he might be called, for he did
not merely copy nature. He did invest things with
their own suggestive reality, and he surmounted his
earlier gifts for exact illustration by this other finer
gift for romantic appreciation. Homer was an
excellent narrator, as will be seen in the “Gulf
Stream” picture in the Metropolitan Museum. It
has the powers of Jack London and of Conrad in
it. Homer was intense, vigorous, and masculine.
If he was harsh in his characteristics, he was one
who knew the worth of economy in emotion. He
was one with his idea and his metier, and that is
sufficient.
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