MODERN ART IN AMERICA

THE question may be asked, what is the hope of
modern art in America? The first reply would be
that modern art will one day be realized in America
if only from experience we learn that all things hap-
pen in America by means of the epidemical princi-
ple. Itis of little visible use that single individuals,
by sitting in the solitary confinement of their as yet
little understood enthusiasms, shall hope to achieve
what is necessary for the American idea, precisely
as necessary for us here as for the peoples of Eu-
rope who have long since recognized that any move-
ment toward expression is a movement of unques-
tionable importance. Until the moment when public
sincerity and the public passion for excitement is
stimulated, the vague art interests of America will
go on in their dry and conventional manner. The
very acute discernment of Maurice Vlaminck that
_“intelligence is international, stupidity is national,
art is local” is a valuable deduction to make, and ap-
plies in the two latter instances as admirably to
America as to any other country. Our national
stupidity in matters of esthetic modernity is a mat-
ter for obvious acceptance, and not at all for amaze-
_ ment.

Thatart is local is likewise just as true of America
as of any other country, and despite the judgment

59



