SOME AMERICAN WATER-COLORISTS

WiTH the arrival of Cézanne into the field of
water-color painting, this medium suffers a new and
drastic instance for comparison. It is not technical
audacity alone, of course, that confronts us in these
brilliantly achieved performances, so rich in form
as well as radiant with light. It is not the kind of
virility for its own sake that is typical of our own
American artists so gifted in this special medium,
like Whistler, Sargent, Winslow Homer, Dodge
Macknight, John Marin, and Charles Demuth.
With Cézanne it was merely a new instrument to
employ for the realization of finer plastic relations.
The medium of water-color has been ably employed
by the English and the Dutch painters, but it seems
as if the artists of both these countries succeeded in
removing all the brilliance and charm as well as
the freshness which is peculiar to it; few outside
of Cézanne have, I think, done more with water-
color than the above named American artists, none"
who have kept more closely and consistently within
the confines and peculiarities of this medium.

In the consideration of the American water-color
artists it will be found that Sargent and Homer tend
always toward the graphic aspect of a pictorial idea,
yet it is Homer who relieves his pictures of this
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