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SoME of the finest instances of pure painting will
be found, not as might be imagined by the layman,
among the professional artists, but among those
amateurs whose chief occupation is amusing them-
selves first of all. If you who read will make close
reference to those rich examples of the mid-Vic-
torian period, when it was more or less distinguished
to take up painting along with the other accomplish-
ments, you will find that the much tabooed anti-
macassar period produced a species of painting that
was as indicative of personal style and research as
it was fresh in its elemental approach. The per-
fect instance in modern art of this sort of original
painting raised to the highest excellence is that of
Henri Rousseau, the true primitive of our so eclectic
modern period. No one can have seen a picture of
. this most talented douanier without being convinced
that technique for purely private personal needs has
been beautified to an extraordinary degree.

Rousseau stands among the very best tonalists
as well as among the best designers of modern time,
and his pictures hold a quality so related to the ex-
perience contained in their subjects, as to seem like
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