THE VIRTUES OF AMATEUR PAINTING

Mrs. Cowdery upon her new and vital artistic ca-
reer. That she will have further success is proven
by the few pictures already created by her. They
show the unmistakable signs of taste and artistic
comprehension as applied to her own spiritual
vision. No intervention will be of any avail, save
perhaps the permissible intervention of praise and
congratulations.

Incidentally, I would recommend to those artists
who are long since jaded with repetition and suc-
cess, and there are many of them, to refresh their
. eyes and their senses with the work of these out-
wardly unassuming but thoroughly convincing ama-
teurs, like Henri Rousseau, Mrs. Cowdery and the
many others whose names do not appear on their
handsome works of art. There is such freshness
of vision and true art experience contained in them.
They rely upon the imagination entirely for their
revelations, and there is always present in these
unprofessional works of art acute observation of
fact and fine gifts for true fancy. These amateurs
are never troubled with the ‘“how” of mediocre
painting; neither are they troubled with the wiles
of the outer world. They remain always charming
painters of personal visionary experience, and as
such are entitled to praise for their genuine gifts in
rendering, as well as for a natural genius for inter-
pretation.
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