HENRY JAMES ON RUPERT BROOKE

the person and personality of the young subject him-
self. Only upon occasion does he really come upon
the young man, actual, forgetful of all but him.

There is no question, if the word of those be true
who had relation however slight or intimate with
Brooke, that he was an engrossing theme, and for
more than one greater than himself, as certainly he
was for many much less significant than James. It
is distinguished from the young poet’s point of view
that he was impressed, and that as person to person
he really did see him in a convincing manner, as
might one artist of great repute find himself un-
commonly affected by the young and so living poet
with more than a common gift for creation. It
seems to me however that James is not over certain
as to how poetic all things are in substance, yet all
the while treating Brooke coolly and spaciously as
an artist should.

I did not know Brooke, and I know nothing of him
beyond various photos showing him one way, quite
manly and robust, and I feel sure he was so, and in
another way as neither youth nor man, but some-
thing idyllic, separate and seraph-like, untouched
mostly with earthly experience. These pictures do
show that he was, unquestionably, a bright gust of
England, with an almost audible splendour about
even these poor replicas, which make it seem that he
did perform the ascribed miracle, that England really
had brought forth of her brightest and best, only to
lay away her golden fruitage in dust upon the bor-
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